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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TUNIS 04041 081436Z 
ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO EB-07 PASS-00 /018 W 

081448Z 115633/43 

P 081344Z JUN 77 

FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7055 

UNCLAS TUNIS 4041 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ENRG, TS 

SUBJ: BUTTES IN TUNISIA 

TO MR. FRANK P. WALSH, 

VICE PRESIDENT, 

BUTTES RESOURCES INTERNATIONAL, INC- 
ELEVEN HUNDRED MILAM BUILDING, 

P.O. BOX 2067, 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77001. 

TELEX: 762297 
TEL: (713)-65 1-1414 

WE HAVE RECEIVED YOUR QUERY ABOUT THE RETENTION AS LOCAL COUNSEL 
OF A LAWYER WHO ALSO IS A MEMBER OF THE TUNISIAN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, I HAVE READ THE STATEMENT DATED JUNE 8 OF THAT 
LAWYER, MONDHER BEN AMMAR, IN RESPONSE TO THE WRITTEN QUERY OF 
FRANK P. WALSH BEARING THE SAME DATE. 

WHILE I AM NOT AN EXPERT IN JURISPRUDENCE, I HAVE NO REASON TO 
DOUBT THE STATEMENT OF MR. BEN AMMAR TO THE EFFECT THAT HIS 
RETENTION AS A LAWYER BY BUTTES RESOURCES TUNISIE IS NOT - UNDER 
APPLICABLE TUNISIAN LAW - INCOMPATIBLE WITH HIS OUTSIDE POLITICAL 
ROLE. IT IS A COMMON AND ACCEPTED PRACTICE FOR A TUNISIAN 
LEGISLATOR (DEPUTE) TO MAKE HIS LIVING BY EMPLOYMENT IN HIS 
ESTABLISHED PROFESSION WHICH, IN THE CASE OF MR. BEN AMMAY, 

IS AS A LAWYER. VERY TRULY YOURS. HARRY M. MONTGOVERY, 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TUNIS 04041 081436Z 

ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR. 

AMERICAN EMBASSY, 

TUNIS, TUNISIA. 

JUNE 8, 1977. 

MULCAHY 

NOTE BY OC/T: PASSED HOUSTON, TEXAS. 
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